Upper Gastrointestinal Conditions: Gallbladder Conditions.
Asymptomatic patients with gallstones typically do not require treatment. Surgical intervention is indicated in most symptomatic patients with gallstones. For patients with uncomplicated cholecystitis, laparoscopic cholecystectomy performed within 24 hours of admission is associated with significantly decreased morbidity, hospital length of stay, and cost. Most gallbladder polyps are found incidentally during ultrasonography. Patients with gallbladder polyps are at increased risk of malignant transformation if they are older than 50 years; the gallbladder wall is thickened; or the polyp is adenomatous, solitary, larger than 10 mm, sessile in appearance, or has a rapid increase in size. It is crucial but sometimes difficult to differentiate between benign and malignant polyps using transabdominal ultrasonography. Cholecystectomy is recommended for all patients with a polyp larger than 1 cm.